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Seeking Help
In an emergency, always call 000.

If you or someone you know is impacted by family violence call the Safe at Home Family Violence
Response and Referral Line on 1800 633 937.

If you or someone you know is impacted by sexual violence call the Statewide Sexual Assault Crisis
Support Line on 1800 697 877.

Call 1800RESPECT the national sexual assault, domestic family violence counselling service on 1800
737 732 or visit www.1800respect.org.au for online chat options and information.

For more information, visit
This document contains reference to suicide, which might be distressing. If you need help or would

like to talk to someone, please call Lifeline on 13 11 14 or the Suicide Call Back Service on 1300 659
467.


http://www.safefromviolence.tas.gov.au/

Definitions

Family violence refers to violence between family members, typically where the perpetrator exercises
power and control over another person.

Family violence is the preferred term for violence between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
(because it covers the extended family and kinship relationships).

Domestic violence is considered a subset of family violence and typically refers to violent behaviour
between current or previous intimate partners.

The types of violence described here are not an exhaustive list.


https://www.aihw.gov.au/getmedia/b0037b2d-a651-4abf-9f7b-00a85e3de528/aihw-fdv3-FDSV-in-Australia-2019.pdf.aspx?inline=true

How big is this problem: What does the national data tell us?
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https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/domestic-violence/family-domestic-sexual-violence-in-australia-2018/summary

How big Is this problem: What does the Tas data tell us?
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https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/crime-and-justice/recorded-crime-victims/latest-release
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/crime-and-justice/recorded-crime-victims/latest-release
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https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/crime-and-justice/recorded-crime-victims/latest-release

How do people present?

Potential clinical indictors of family and domestic violence

A LILT[TL1 M insomnia; depression; suicidal ideation; anxiety symptoms and
panic disorder; somatoform disorder; PTSD; eating disorders; drug
and alcohol abuse

Physical obvious injuries, especially head and neck or multiple areas;
numbness and tingling from injuries; bruises in various stages of
healing; sexual assault;STls

chronic pain & lethargy;

pregnancy and childbirth, miscarriages; unwanted pregnancy;
antepartum haemorrhage; lack of prenatal care; neonate with low
birthweight

1/3 abused women had told a GP about the abuse, while only
13.2% had been asked.

GPs said they did not inquire about abuse because of a lack of
time, lack of appropriate skills, and a perceptionthat they were
unable to help abused women.

“GPs often say they do not see many
patients who have experienced violence.
Violence doesn’t necessarily present in an

obvious way, and it may not be identified by
our patient as their reason for presenting”

Hegarty K, Taft A. Overcoming the barriers to disclosure and inquiry of partner abuse
for women attending general practice. Aust NZ J Public Health 2001;25:433-7.




What does Tasmanian GP data tell us?
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Just under 5% identified as Indigenous.
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What does Tasmanian Public Hospital data tell us?

Percent of suicides by identified family/partner violence as stressors and sex, Tasmania

2012-2016
All partner related stressors Conflict with partner Violence involving partner Violence involving family
Female 73 41 23 20
Male 69 42 19 19
Total 70 42 20 20




|dentification & recording
Opportunities for the conversation-regular visits

1st point of contact

It is important to understand whether the affected age group are older than those suggested in
national statistics and whether the perpetrators of assault are less likely to be an intimate
partner in Tasmania.

Awareness of PCs

Other family members, particularly children, and especially during times of COVID-19 lockdowns, are
a hidden cohort for whom there are likely to be significant consequences of experiencing or
witnessing family and domestic violence.



